St. Albans East Primary School

School Newsletter

Message from the Principal

Term One is quickly coming to a close as we approach the
Easter holiday break. Please note that the final day of Term
One is Thursday 2nd April, with students finishing at the
usual time of 3:15pm. We ask that families make appropriate
arrangements to ensure all students are collected promptly.

Students have embraced a busy and productive start to the
year, showcasing their learning to parents and carers
through the SeeSaw platform, as well as during a successful
‘Meet the Teacher’ afternoon. These opportunities have
strengthened communication and connection between home
and school. Research consistently shows that strong home-
school partnerships play a vital role in supporting student
learning, engagement, and overall wellbeing.

| would also like to congratulate both our students and staff
on their efforts in preparing for and completing the 2026
NAPLAN assessments. Our students approached the
assessments with a positive attitude and resilience, while our
teachers demonstrated professionalism and care in ensuring
students felt confident and well-supported throughout the
process.

We thank our families for their continued support throughout
the term and wish everyone a safe and enjoyable Easter
break.

Swimming

The swimming program will be held early Term 2 — Monday
27 April to Friday 1 May. The program will be held at the
Brimbank Aquatic and Wellness Centre. The program will
provide an opportunity for students to develop basic water
confidence and safety skills, mobility, stroke technique and

Excellence in education /&

LAST DAY OF TERM 1
Thursday 2nd April
3:15pm finish

enjoyment for swimming. Payments for swimming have now
closed.

Kitchen Garden Program

b
Construction of our Kitchen Garden and five kitchenettes is
now complete. We look forward to these new facilities
providing rich, hands-on learning opportunities for our
students, supporting programs in sustainability, healthy
eating, and practical life skills. These spaces will further
enhance student engagement and allow for authentic, real-
world learning experiences across the curriculum.

Important Dates

Date Event Grade

30 March District Boys Soccer | Yr5/6

31 /March Cross Country Yr 3-6

1 April Rock Climbing Yr5

2 April District Girls Soccer | Yr5/6

2 April End of Term 1 Whole school
20 April Start of tem 2 Whole school
27 Apr—1May | Swimming Whole school
13 May School Photos Whole school
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Protecting children & young people
from abuse is our responsibility

What are the Child Safe Standards? )

As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to implementing the recommendations of the Betrayal of Trust report, which
found that more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse in our community, there is a new regulatory landscape
surrounding child safety, underpinned by the Child Safe Standards.

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all Victorian early childhood services and schools, to ensure they
are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect.

Victoria’s Child Safe Standards

Child Safe Standards PROTECT i'?

o Child Safe Standard 1 — Establish a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique identities and
experiences of Aboriginal children and young people are respected and valued.

o Child Safe Standard 2 — Ensure that child safety and wellbeing are embedded in school leadership, governance and
culture.

e Child Safe Standard 3 - Children and young people are empowered about their rights, participate in decisions
affecting them and are taken seriously.

e Child Safe Standard 4 — Families and communities are informed and involved in promoting child safety and
wellbeing.

e Child Safe Standard 5 - Equity is upheld and diverse needs are respected in policy and practice.

o Child Safe Standard 6 — People working with children and young people are suitable and supported to reflect child
safety and wellbeing values in practice.

e Child Safe Standard 7 — Ensure that processes for complaints and concerns are child focused.

e Child Safe Standard 8 - Staff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep
children and young people safe through ongoing education and training.

o Child Safe Standard 9 — Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing while minimising the
opportunity for children and young people to be harmed.

e Child Safe Standard 10 — Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is regularly reviewed and improved.

o Child Safe Standard 11 — Policies and procedures that document how schools are safe for children, young people
and students.

Ministerial Order 1359 provides the framework for child safety in schools.
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Our school’s child safety policies and procedures PROTECT
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For example, procurement, records management, recruitment, incident reporting,
complaints/méisconduct processes, eduPay.
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Celebrating Harmony Week at
St Albans East Primary School

Last Week St Albans East Primary School celebrated Harmony Day on Friday 20th March. We
recognised and celebrated the diverse cultural backgrounds of our school community, as It is a
core part our schools identity, character and way of life. It's also a place where anyone can
contribute and belong.

Students dressed in their cultural dress and participated in a variety of activities.

Harmony Day
20/3/26
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EVERYBODY BELON6S
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Innovation Lab

Term One

This year, St Albans East Primary School has
introduced a new learning space called the
Innovation Lab. This space replaces the
traditional STEM space and reflects a
broader vision for the future of learning in
our school.

The Innovation Lab is designed to give
students opportunities to create, de.ugn
test and refine ideas while develo the
skills they will need for the future. ct ner
than simply using technology, students
become designers, problem solvers and
creators,

Across Prep to Grade 6, students will
engage in hands-on projects that combine
design thmkm% digital technologies and
real- world probigm solving.

Meet the Teacher Behind the Innovation Lab

The Innovation Lab is led by Mr. Kollaras (Mr.K).

Mr. K has extensive experience in technologies education,
maker-centred learning and curriculum innovation, Prior
to joining St Albans Eas Prirncr?:| School, he worked with
the Victorian Academy of Teaching and Leadership,
supporting teachers across the state to develop
innovative teaching practices.

His work focuses on helping students develop the skills
needed for the future while ensuring learning remains
engaging, creative and purposeful.

The Innovation Lab reflects this philosthy by Providing
students with oEportunmes to work with digita
technologies, physical materials, coding, design tools
and emerging technologies.
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Innovation Lab

Term One

Prep

Prep students are exploring the
different matertals avaollable in the
Innovaotion Lab and learning how to
dascribe their propertins ond
differancss. Using the design thnbnrq
Drocess, students gesign and buid
neir own musical instruments
inspired by their learning in
Parforming Arts

Grode | students are Icentifying
common classroom challenges such
as drink bottles being left arcund the
raom or lost pancils T.J::m;] tha design
thinking process, students speak with
clossmates to better understand
these problems belore designing
sohutions that improve thaic learning
envirenment

Thesa instruments are taken o
Parforming Arts lessons whare
students expariment with the
alements of music such as kseping o
beat ond understanding tempo

Students will create simpie p ‘J(Of\'péi
“’ul cddress these challenges and
share their ideas with their paers

Grade 3

Grode 3 students are des qr‘m o
diqgital sell portrait using Tinkercad
Through computer dided —10" gn and
the design thi Phr»g process, students
create a 3[\ representation of

selves that reflects their interests

Grade 2

Grode 2 students are exploring thelr
personal interests and usi thess
deas 1o ir a mechanical desig
Through the design thinking proce
will creats o lever

Jrn that demonstrates push

Studants explore how shapes, colours
and objects can communicate ideas

agant thalr hobbkes and

thot ren . -
i .'F"l'\ i saitivity with ar about v they are before sharing
p NS, combining crea with an and explaining their designs with
introduction to simple nn-dn Weal o 7

classmates.
systems ‘

Grade 4

Grode 4 students are desligning o
perzonalisad digital space using
Tinkercod. Us g computer aiced
dasign and the design thinking
process, students creats a 30
environment that reprasents their
interests, parsonality and experiences.

Grade 5

Grade 5 students are exploring coding
through o projgect connected to theair
U"hOl"“l"gf ross Country ond trock
--'.»-nb Using Micro:Bits and the PRIMM
coding up;.\nx (Predict, Rup,

Ir--.a'! gate, Mod ‘(}r‘(l Make),
students design o r»jomﬁlwt
program that counts steps.

Students will explore spotial design
whike lnov*nng how digital tools con be 7
used to bring ideas to life

Students will then collect data and
estimate how many steps might be
taken in different trock avents,

¥

Grade 6

1de €& students are developing
vanced maker skilis through Both
cal construction and digital

Students will be building mechanical
(.n"np._mr'ﬂ such as pul )"'(’ ono
cranks while laarning advanced
|oining techniques.

They will also be designing 3() models
using Tinkercad on Pods whi

working with tools such as clomps
and electric cardboard cutters
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Big Sams
Market

13t March 2026

As part of our Inquiry unit "Healthy Body, Healthy Mind," we visited our local

St. Albans Market. During our visit, we purchased fresh produce and used the ingredients to create

healthy sandwiches. Before the excursion, students made connections with our Maths unit by gathering

and analysing data about which vegetables they would like to include in their sandwiches. This process
allowed students to have a voice in the decision-making and helped quide what we purchased on the day.
Students also explored different food groups using the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and discussed
the importance of making healthy food choices. We walked to the market together, which gave students
an opportunity to see how daily exercise contributes to a healthy lifestyle. It was a wonderful experience

and everyone enjoyed making and eating their delicious, healthy sandwiches!

thf wold quu ke T
hove o geur healthy canda
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What are the Year 4s up to?

Qur Year 4 students have had an exciting and enriching time bothin and
out of the classroom! As part of their inquiry learning on physical health,
students participated in a fun and hands-on Sendwich Day. They
explored the five Australian food groups and learned about their
importance in maintaining a balanced diet. Using this knowledge, each
student designed and made their own healthy sandwich—delicious
creations that showed great thought and understanding of nutritious
choices, allin cur new schoel kitchen!

Adding to the excitement, Year 4 also enjoyed a recent excursion to
Scienceworks. At the Sportsworks exhibition, students discoverad how
different parts of the body work together during exercise, engaging in
interactive activities that got them moving and thinking. In the
Planetarium, they explored the fascinating topic of water in our solar
system before lying back to gaze up at the stars—an experience many
described as a highlight of the day.

It has been wonderful to see students so actively engaged in their
learning, making meaningful connections between health, science, and
everyday life.
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Moomba Parade — Monday 9 March 2026

Since 2014, the Viethamese Arts and Culture Association (AVAC) have organised a group of 50—
60 participants to represent the Vietnamese Community in Australia/Victoria (VCA/Vic) at the
Moomba Parade.

This year, it was wonderful to include both former and current students from St Albans East
Primary School in the group.

Moomba is Victoria’s largest annual festival, attracting thousands of spectators as vibrant cultural
groups parade through the streets in traditional dress. It provided a fantastic opportunity for our
students to build confidence, celebrate culture and be part of a truly memorable community event.
Participants

Staff: Tina Nguyen, Phuong Nguyen

Former Students: Anna Luu, Daniel Banh, Trung Tran, Tien Hoang

Students: Danielle Huynh, Charli Giang, Mia Vassallo, Gia Bao Pham.

It was a truly special day, filled with pride, celebration and unforgettable memories.
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